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The new studio houses New York
Network (NYN), the official television pro-
duction center for New York state. New
York Network was established in 1967,
and NYN programming and production
elements are seen on national and region-
al networks. The self-sustaining studio
provides videoconferencing, distance
learning and educational programming, as
well as communications for the state’s
Emergency Management Office.

“New York Network is a great example
for showing the diverse workplaces where
UUPers do their jobs,” said UUPer John
Schumacher, chapter president of SUNY
Central Administration. “NYN UUPers
are busy combining creativity, technology
and technical expertise to provide public
service to SUNY and to all of New York
state.”

New York Network was previously in
the Alfred E. Smith Building in downtown
Albany, and moved to its new space in the
concourse of Empire State Plaza when the
Smith building closed last year for renova-
tions. UUPers joined SUNY officials and
guests from the broadcast world and Sony
Electronics Inc. to celebrate the opening
earlier this fall. Sony’s broadcast and pro-
fessional systems division built the new
headquarters and provided much of the
equipment.

“This is a fabulous facility,” said Steven
Pingelski, a union member who works as
an associate television engineer at NYN.
“This is one of the premier digital facilities
around. The capabilities that this facility
has are almost ahead of the curve.”

UUPers at NYN say the studio staff has
always been a close-knit group, and that’s
been a help as everyone becomes familiar
with their new space.

“It’s been family-like,” said Dave
Pablowski, the supervisor of traffic and
operations at NYN. “It’s been fun for
everyone to have a new challenge in front
of us, a whole new learning curve.”

— Darryl McGrath
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