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IF WE DON’T ADDRESS THE LONG-TERM DECLINE IN

PUBLIC HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDING, SUNY
WILL MORPH INTO SOMETHING LESS THAN IT IS NOW

AND IT WILL BE TOO LATE TO BRING IT BACK.
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t’s budget time again and the annual ritual of saving
SUNY is again under way. This year, the 2005-06
Executive Budget proposal is a mixed bag of good and
bad ideas for our hard-working members. On the good
news side, we are encouraged that the Executive
Budget followed the lead of the SUNY trustees and
avoids the annual deep cuts in SUNY funding we have
seen in recent years. For the first time in recent memo-
ry, the trustees’ budget request acknowledged some of
the actual needs of the state-operated campuses,
including:

■ the need for funding for campus operating budgets;
■ the need for funding for more full-time academic

and professional faculty;
■ the need for funding for the technology sector

colleges;
■ the need for funding for the SUNY hospitals; and 
■ the need for funding for SUNY’s opportunity pro-

grams (EOC and EOP).
Unfortunately, the Executive Budget proposal does

not fully address these campus needs. In fact, it actu-
ally cuts public funding for the state-operated campuses.

Although the governor’s budget proposal calls for an
increase in SUNY’s spending authority ($85 million)—
supported by a $500 tuition increase—the bottom line
is that, without the $85 million that SUNY identified
as the minimum required for the basic needs of the
University, the state-operated campuses will be forced
to lay off as many as 1,700 academic and professional
faculty and cut classes and programs that will impact
34,000 SUNY students. Our position on using tuition
as a source of revenue for SUNY is simple: the
reliance on tuition for budget increases is a symptom
of the larger problem of declining state funding.
Tuition is a tenuous and controversial source of rev-
enue and should only be used as a last resort.

Recent declines in state funding have occurred while

enrollments at SUNY have been rising sharply. Since

1998, enrollment at the state-operated campuses alone
increased by 17,522 students. This is the equivalent of
adding a new university center or three or four new
four-year colleges to the SUNY system without com-
mensurate increases in full-time faculty or state fund-
ing. The result is that students are paying more and
getting less. Classes are larger. There are fewer librar-
ians. There are long lines at the registrar and financial
aid offices. And there are fewer opportunities for stu-
dents to meet with advisors and mentors. 

To make matters worse, the budget again proposes to
privatize SUNY’s teaching hospitals, an ill-conceived
idea that legislators have rejected for several years
running. We’ll do our best to make sure the proposal
meets this fate again.

The issues facing SUNY go beyond the annual
budget battles in Albany. We need a public dialogue on
how to increase the public share of funding for the
state university. Here we agree with the editors of
Newsday, who argue that SUNY needs more invest-
ment and a coherent plan—they call it a vision—that
would enable SUNY “to become one of the nation’s
best” (Newsday, Jan. 16, 2005). The jugular issue fac-
ing the development of such a plan is the one that con-
fronts policy-makers in every state: the long-term
decline in funding for public higher education. If we
don’t address this issue publicly, the state university
will morph into something less than it is now and it
will be too late to bring it back.

(President Scheuerman presented these and other facts

during testimony Feb. 8 to Sen. Owen Johnson, chair of

the Senate Finance Committee, and Assemblyman

Herman Farrell, chair of the Assembly Ways and

Means Committee. The full text can be found on the

UUP Web site at www.uupinfo.org.)
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